Enjoying the Internet
Long Yi

Since ancient times, no matter for what purpose the researcher and inventor of technology did
their work, the final results were mostly similar, that is the secularization of the core meaning of the
progress in technology and the improvement of the daily life of common people based on it. In
terms of the intensity of the improvement of daily life, the invention and usage of the Internet can
be rated as the strongest and most profound technological progress ever made in the history of
mankind.

| only understand Chinese, so | know little about Australia. Here | can only offer my own personal
opinions based on my personal usage of the Internet.

First of all let’s discuss the acquisition of information. Nobody will totally accept the information he
receives. Since the appearance of such a thing as information in the human society, people have
been struggling with the maker and manipulator of information. Because the lust for manipulating
information has never stopped, our struggle is unable to stop. Mankind went through the struggle
with different information carriers such as the legend, mythology, superstition and rumor, and this
struggle is particularly fierce especially with such news carriers as the newspaper and periodical
after their appearance. Today, our target of struggle has become the information manipulator on
the Internet.

The manipulation of political, commercial and cultural information is like disease, which is a co-
existence with the human society and difficult to dispel. The appearance of the Internet makes this
kind of manipulation more convenient and at a lower cost. Fortunately, mankind is intelligent with
the ability to distinguish. We can be on the alert for the inundation of certain information on the
Internet and find the voices different from it or opposing it very conveniently on the Internet to
draw our own conclusion by contrast. From this perspective, if people’s judgment is not hindered by
the impulse of emotions, the Internet also serves as a powerful tool to abolish prejudice and lies
and defeat the information manipulators. Depending on this, the dignity of mankind's intelligent
can be safeguarded.

The most common information manipulator is advertisers. The Internet and Big Data has realized
the scientific illusion of advertisers since they can push the goods and ideas to individuals
accurately through "algorithm". My way of addressing this problem is clumsy, but has produced
some effect. | just keep deleting the information they pushed, so the "algorithm" becomes puzzled
since it does not know what | like. Then the news page on my cell-phone can demonstrate the
original contents. Of course, this is only a method for the present. Perhaps the Internet will develop
a new method to tackle me tomorrow. However, so long as we keep our head cool based on the
common sense, we can minimize the impact on us by the information manipulator.

We criticized the information manipulator on the Internet just now, but the Internet is really a good
tool. So, the second point | want to talk about today is "enjoying knowledge" relying on the
Internet.



Today, among the living people, a lot of them once used the library. So they all know the index card
of the library is too troublesome and inconvenient compared with the search engine. Now perhaps
every writer is using the search engine because it is not only convenient, but also can expand our
vision, allowing us to understand the same issue from the texts to pictures, audio frequency and
video. In this way, we can get the most reference materials within a short time, helping us to form a
viewpoint, substantiate the argument and promote the quality of the viewpoint and article.
However, in my opinion, the contents obtained from the search engine can only be used as a
reference but not "quotations". If "quotations" are needed in writing, it is necessary to search the
original paper book or at least the website of the original work. Otherwise it is very probable to
make mistakes.

Now | will come to the practice of "listening to the broadcast of a book”. Because the cell-phone
nearly becomes a new organ of the human body, our eyes have become the most tired organ in the
history of mankind now. So, "listening to the broadcast of a book” replacing a part of reading is an
inevitable trend. If it is not for writing but only for enriching one’s scope of knowledge or making
preparation for a certain research topic, my personal habit is to "listen to the broadcast of a book”.

There are several websites that are specialized broadcasting books at present in China. They offer
services both at a charge and free of charge, but most services are free. Mostly | will choose the
free service because the overwhelming majority of non-popular and noncommercial books were
read by the amateurs, belonging to free services. Though they did not do a good job, they read
every word out at least, which is enough to me. The greatest advantage in "listening to the
broadcast of a book” lies in the fact that one can do two jobs at the same time---I can listen to the
broadcast of The Thorn Birds (A river novel written by Australian writer Colleen McCullough) while
cleaning the room, taking a flight or cooking meals. So, the boring daily life will be enriched by the
destiny of Meggie. Or, | can search for the pictures and information of relevant works of art on the
cell-phone while listening to the broadcast of the art history. Mankind’s creativity is limitless,
especially in the area of enjoyment. | believe everybody will find his/her own unique way to enjoy
the Internet, different from all others.

Then what functions do paper books have? Now | only buy the books | have already listened to and
want to collect or those not being broadcast but | want to read. | have been buying books for more
than 40 years, possessing probably five or six thousand books. They have taken up a big space, but |
am unwilling to abandon them. | think the contemporary young people would not like to burden
themselves with that. However, | will reiterate that paper books will not disappear. The only
difference from the past is that readers will be more prudent in their choice. After all, the housing
price is expensive and paper books take up too much space.

Third, | will discuss something within my profession. My profession is a household cook and self-
claimed gourmet. Literary creation is only a free-time hobby.

In China, online shopping can almost “realize the ideal of life” for a food lover. | am so happy that |
can break away from the supermarket. The joy of breaking away from the “choice of others” is
really bright. Now it is so easy for me to purchase the local specialty all over China online---from the
seasoning, fruits & vegetables, all kinds of grains to the specialty of some small remote places with
an extremely low output or special food materials recorded in the history book. At the same time, |



can buy the foods from all parts of the world as well, including the beef and grape wine produced in
Australia. As to the foods produced in Australia, | have some doubt. That is “now that the Australian
grape wine is very popular in China, why don’t the chateaus in Australia set up stores on the
shopping website of China?” The same is true with the beef, mutton and marine products. If
Australian enterprises set up shops on the Internet in China directly, we do not need to buy through
the intermediate dealers.

Finally I will tell you an unreliable rumor on the Internet. | once saw an online rumor saying there
are too many hares on the pastures of Australia, causing great trouble to local people. There were a
lot of messages left by Chinese netizens with the most being “Now we have a developed ‘cold
chain’, why not catch these hares, process them and then export them to China?” | only know little
about Australia, but | have the same question. China has a beautiful city called Chengdu, the capital
of Sichuan Province and also the birthplace of "Sichuan Cuisine"---one of the eight major food
schools in China. According to the incomplete statistics, the number of the rabbits consumed in this
city in one year is not lower than 150 million. Some curious young people would choose to take a
vacationing trip to Chengdu to taste the delicious rabbit there. People can also buy the rabbit
products on the Internet very easily. | once talked about it with an American writer and he asked
me then “Do the people in other cities of China eat rabbit too?” | really didn’t know how to answer
him, so | had to tell him that “There are not many rabbits in China and they are only enough for the
people in that city to eat.”
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