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Dear friends,

| am delighted to be here at the 5t China-Australia Literary Forum today. | am not a professional
writer and | am doing the edition of literature publications, which are the bridge between writers
and readers. | am more of a literary amateur, reader and appreciator. | have a book with me today,
which, as we see, is yellowish with time. It is the Chinese version of novel The Thorn Birds by
Australian author Colleen McCullough. | take it back to its motherland today.

During the 1980s when | was still a young man in my twenties, there were two books serialized at
China’s most influential and most popular radio station, which attracted and deeply moved
numerous audiences and readers. One book was the Ordinary World by Chinese novelist Lu Yao,
telling the story of how Chinese young people struggled hard to change their destiny and seek a
beautiful life during the early years of reform and opening-up, and it is still educational and
instructional for many people even today. The other one was The Thorn Birds by Australian author
Colleen McCullough. The old days when | listened to it every day come back clearly to me whenever
| think of it. The story was set in Drogheda of Australia. The author sketches an idyllic landscape
painting by describing the simple life attitude of the Cleary family and how they live in harmony
with nature. Her descriptions of the nature and the love of nature and life of leading characters in
her novel all reflected Colleen McCullough’s ecological thinking. This book well expresses the
author’s reflection on anthropocentrism and the relationship between man and nature, praises the
harmony between man and nature, advocates the wisdom of constructing a civilized ecology and
voices her longing for a better future of mankind.

In the literary sense, The Thorn Birds is both a period of history and a poem. The story spans half a
century from early 20t century till the 1970s, telling the life events and relationships of three
generations of the Cleary family, among which the most important is the impressive love between
Meggie and priest Ralph. The smooth and vivid language, ups and downs of the plots, bittersweet
and warm stories and unshaken pursuit of love make the book a real masterpiece. The last
paragraph, in particular, has moved millions upon millions of audiences and readers and it breaks
my heart too.

I’d like to read it out here:

“The bird with the thorn in its breast, it follows an immutable law; it is driven by it knows
not what to impale itself, and die singing. At the very instant the thorn enters there is no
awareness in it of the dying to come; it simply sings and sings until there is not the life left to
utter another note. But we, when we put the thorns in our breasts, we know. We
understand. And still we do it. Still we do it.

This is how we are, just like the thorny bird of the ancient Celtic legend that sobbed through
blood and vomited out of the bloody heart and died.”



The visit to Australia and exchange with Australian friends in the literary circles arouses such
complex of me. This is the complex of The Thorn Birds and the complex of Australian literature too.
It is a part of my literary reception and literary nutrition and | believe that this is the same case with
many Chinese people engaged in literature. Listening to and reading The Thorn Birds also gave me
the earliest emotional perception of Australia on the other side of the ocean and made me imagine
the emotional dispositions and lifestyle of Australian people. This is how literary reading is, through
which we can reach a level of understanding of a state or a nation that can hardly be matched by
any historical, political or economic readings, because it is full of emotional and humanistic appeal.
The connective role of literature lies in that, with emotional strength and vivid characters, it takes
people from different states and nations who love life on a long journey across the Pacific Ocean
and arouses our common humanity and common yearning. While connecting the emotions of
people with different cultural backgrounds, it also opens the culture and tradition peculiar to one
state or nation to continuously enrich our knowledge about the world and enhance our emotions
and imaginations.

There is a wide background for the development of Chinese contemporary literature, which is to
actively absorb the literary resources from the world, learn from the excellent literary achievements
of various states and nations and learn from their excellent literary traditions and outstanding
writers through reading and dialogue, pay attention to their expressions and absorb their
experience. In today’s world, with the rapid development of science and technology, economic and
cultural integration and communication has enabled mankind to enter the real community era. This
is a world where information is highly connected, which is just like how | felt initially when | read
The Thorn Birds that brought me exotic knowledge and touched my heart so deeply. | think it is
necessary for us to emphasize the peculiarity of literature and the characteristics of its regional
culture. Literature of each nation and state has its own soil and tradition and the literature of each
region presents its own different form too, which constitutes the territory of the world republic of
literature. They share some connecting points such as common attention to and exploration of
humanity and humanism, but there are also irreducible aspects that can inspire each other and
enhance mutual understanding, such as lifestyles and ethical traditions, etc. In my opinion, however
open and advanced the world may be, literature should maintain its own unique expression and
thinking. It enhances our mutual understanding of each other’s local knowledge, including thinking
modes, social conditions, living habits and customs, etc. Through mutual understanding and
cognition, we agree to differ and jointly enrich our spiritual life and try to build a spiritual
community.

Our topic today is “Ideas of the Future: Building Relations”. Today’s world is full of changes.
Scientific and technological development, co-building and sharing, communication, mutual learning
and interconnection are a major proposition of human society. More than a technological concept,
interconnection is also a humanistic concept. The goal of interconnection in the future should be
the reach of higher-level value rationality from the instrumental rationality. Exchange and
integration of culture and literature is a kind of interconnection that has more humanistic content,
which enables various cultural subjects to influence and learn from each other and thus foster a
spirit of diversity, openness and inclusiveness through exchanges. The eternality of literature is that
it travels across the ocean and land, spans the historical, geographical, conventional and mental
distance and calls the charm of people-to-people bond and social harmony and progress.



Interconnection is an everlasting pursuit of mankind as well as the memory and vision expressed in
all literary readings and writings. We should talk about the proposition of interconnection at a
higher level today. Literature is the lifeblood of a state and a nation as well as a bond beyond the
national border. It is an important bridge to enhance mutual understanding, embody dialogues
among advanced civilizations and strengthen friendships. It is also the important foundation and
source to build and maintain the “spiritual community”. Today, with strong penetration and long-
lasting influence, literature is playing a unique and significant role that cannot be replaced by any
other way of communication in narrowing the distance between countries and between peoples,
especially emotional exchanges.

At last, I'd like to quote British scholar Raymond Henry Williams to conclude my presentation.
Raymond Henry Williams is a scholar engaged in studying literary community and he has offered us
a way of thinking on the future of literature:

A good community and a living culture will not only accommodate but also actively encourage all
and any of those who can contribute to the progress of consciousness in common need. Regardless
of why we started, we need to listen to other people’s opinions from different perspectives. We
must think about every attachment and every value with our entire mind, because we know little
about future and we have no idea what will enrich it. We can only absorb what we can by listening
to and thinking about whatever offered to us.
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